December 2, 2022

as well as our allies in the Greater Des
Moines area. They offer a safe environment
for community members to visit with a large li-
brary and free Wi-Fi. The community center
also serves as a meeting place for other non-
profit organizations with similar missions. It
serves as a hub for information and socializa-
tion for the gender and sexual minorities in the
community.

Erika is a shining example of tireless advo-
cacy to make our community a better place
and embodies what Pride Month is all about
and what it means to be an lowan. | will al-
ways fight in Congress to make lowa a more
inclusive and welcoming state right alongside
Erika and the countless other advocates in our
community. It is my pleasure to name Dr.
Erika Hendel as lowan of the Week.

———

HONORING CLERK OF COURT
SUSAN HICKS FOR EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Moore County Clerk of Court Susan
Hicks for her distinguished career in public
service.

Clerk Hicks began her 38-year career as a
public servant in Randolph County and began
work with the Moore County Clerk of Court’s
office in 2006. She was later appointed Clerk
of Court in 2009 and was elected to the posi-
tion for the first time in 2010. She would go on
to win re-election twice in 2014 and 2018.
Over the course of her time in office, Clerk
Hicks’ leadership succeeded in upholding the
Moore County Clerk’s Office’s historic status
as one of the most well-run and effective
Clerk’s Offices in North Carolina. She oversaw
the modernization of office processes to en-
sure that it will maintain the capacity to keep
up with a growing population in Moore County
and acclimate to future technological advance-
ments or unforeseen challenges.

Clerk Hicks will retire from her position at
the end of the year. Through her expertise
and committed leadership, she stands as an
example that all in public service should strive
to emulate. | know | speak the rest of our
community as | express my gratitude for her
hard work and wish her well as she enters the
next chapter in her life.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring Clerk of Court Susan Hicks for her
career of exemplary servitude to her commu-
nity.

HONORING LA’CURTIS JAMON
POWELL

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a tenacious and
self-motivated leader, La’Curtis Jamon Powell.

La’Curtis Jamon Powell was born and
raised in Jackson, MS, on January 28, 1997,
to the parents of Dorothea Powell and David
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White. Powell graduated from Forest Hill High
School in 2015, where he participated in var-
ious organizations such as Track, Cross
Country, DECA, and Student Council. Upon
graduating from Forest Hill, Powell received
Junior Class Favorite, Mr. Senior, and Most
Spirited Senior. After high school Powell im-
mediately enrolled at Thee Jackson State Uni-
versity, where he received a Bachelor Degree
in Criminal Justice and minor in Military
Science. Throughout his tenure at Jackson
State University, he has been active in many
student organizations.

Through his on-campus involvement, Powell
was able to cultivate his natural born leader-
ship skills. One of his biggest accomplish-
ments was chartering the Young Democrats
freshman year. His involvement in the process
to gain active status for the organization led to
Powell receiving an internship with the Mis-
sissippi Democratic House Party and later be-
coming a Campaign Coordinator for then-
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton at Jack-
son State University.

Furthermore, Powell made great strides to
improve the well-being of each student at
Jackson State on and off campus. He even
hosted free ACT workshops for Jackson Pub-
lic School students. Powell is also Spring 2017
initiate of the Delta Phi chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Powell also served as
the 73rd Student Government Association
President, while simultaneously serving as the
Vice president for the Student Body President
Council under The Institution of Higher Learn-
ing and The Legal Affairs Director for The Na-
tional Consortium of all HBCUs Student Gov-
ernment Association Presidents.

Now in his career, Powell works as an
American Airlines Flight Attendant, based in
Charlotte, NC. He is also a commissioned offi-
cer in the United States Army as 1LT Powell.
Throughout his military career, 1LT Powell
served as the Battalion S-1 OIC and HHC
Company Commander for the 365th HHC
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion located
in Jackson, MS, 2019-2021.

1LT LaCurtis Powell currently lives in At-
lanta, GA, where he is currently stationed at
Fort Gillem as 3rd Medical Command (Deploy-
ment Support) and is the Aide de Camp to
Brigadier General Peder Swanson, while si-
multaneously serving at the Innovative Readi-
ness Training (IRT) Program Manager for the
entire division. As the IRT Program Manager,
1LT Powell provides free medical services
such as Dental, Behavioral Health, Veterinary,
Family Practices, and Optometry to rural areas
and low incomes citizens. Powell is also seek-
ing his Masters in Student Affairs at The Uni-
versity of Arkansas Tech, while being a na-
tional active member in his fraternity and Alma
Mater Thee Jackson State University.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing La’Curtis Jamon Powell for
his passion for leadership and service to the
United States of America.

———

FAREWELL TO SERGEANT MAJOR
JEREMY D. BARTON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor a superb Soldier and
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Army legislative liaison for his tireless commit-
ment to the United States Army, serving our
Nation for 31 years, concluding in the Army
Legislative Liaison Office. As Sergeant Major
Jeremy D. Barton retires from the United
States Army, | believe it is fitting to recognize
his service and dedication to fostering the re-
lationship between the United States Army
and this Chamber.

Sergeant Major Barton’s commitment to
service enabled him to excel in numerous
leadership positions throughout his Army ca-
reer. Jeremy began his career by enlisting in
the U.S. Army in 1992 as a Field Artilleryman.
Throughout his amazing career, he led Sol-
diers at every level from squad leader through
battalion command sergeant major, always
placing the needs of his Soldiers and their
families first. He also completed numerous de-
manding Army schools, to include Ranger
School, Jumpmaster School, and the Path-
finder Course. He distinguished himself as a
tactical and technical expert, serving in the
most demanding assignments in the Army, to
include multiple deployments to Irag and Af-
ghanistan and remote locations in Alaska.

Jeremy’s relentless commitment to the Army
proved invaluable in providing support to the
House of Representatives and our constitu-
ents. As both a Defense Fellow in my office
and an Army Legislative Liaison, he spent
countless hours ensuring our Members were
educated on Army combat systems, mod-
ernization programs and policy initiatives. He
also led multiple Congressional Delegations to
various locations around the globe. Jeremy
has become a trusted adviser and friend to
many of us, distinguishing himself by continu-
ously going above and beyond the call of duty
to serve the needs of Congress.

This Chamber will feel Sergeant Major Bar-
ton’s absence. | join many past and present
Members of Congress in my gratitude and ap-
preciation to Jeremy for his outstanding lead-
ership and unwavering support. This Nation is
grateful for his commitment and the personal
sacrifices he has made during his time in the
Army Legislative Liaison Office and United
States Army.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives and the United States of
America, | commend Sergeant Major Jeremy
Barton and his family for their dedicated sup-
port to our Army, our Soldiers and this Nation.
| congratulate him on an extremely successful
career, his dedication to service, and wish him
the best in all his future endeavors.

————

IN MEMORY OF JOAN ROBINSON
CHEEKS

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2022

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, today | want to
celebrate the life of Joan Robinson Cheeks, a
long-time resident of Detroit, as we mourn her
loss.

Joan had a long career serving the public in
the City of Detroit's Housing Department. Joan
proudly stood up for the values she felt strong-
ly about. It was no surprise that upon retire-
ment, Joan threw herself whole-heartedly into
work with local organizations, including the
Michigan Democratic Party, whose work fo-
cused on issues like voter protection. Joan
served as a precinct delegate for many years.
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Joan also strongly believed in community
service. She spearheaded the Wayne County
Annual Senior Citizens Picnic at Hines Park.
She was a steadfast volunteer at the Butzel
Family Center, assisting for many years with
their annual Thanksgiving turkey distribution.

Joan was truly in her element when she
was engaging with people. She was always
willing to volunteer her time and always with a
smile on her face. Her presence will truly be
missed

Please join me in recognizing the many out-
standing contributions of Joan Robinson
Cheeks to the communities of Michigan’s 13th
District Strong as we honor her memory.

——

HONORING REGISTER OF DEEDS
JUDY MARTIN FOR EXCEP-
TIONAL SERVICE AND LEADER-
SHIP

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Moore County Register of Deeds
Judy Martin for 33 years of service to Moore
County. As the longest-serving county office-
holder, Registrar Martin has dedicated her ca-
reer to her position.

Registrar Martin first began working with the
Moore County Register of Deeds in 1989. She
served as assistant for the Register of Deeds
for ten years prior to being appointed Register
of Deeds in 2001. She was then elected to the
office in 2002 and has held the position ever
since. Registrar Martin’s leadership helped the
office successfully digitize its system of
records to accommodate modernization and
improve its function. Additionally, she has
brought noteworthy state recognition to Moore
County. In 2010, the state association of reg-
istrars awarded her the Shining Star Award in
recognition of her excellent track record and
service to her county and state. She was later
recognized as Outstanding Register of Deeds
by the North Carolina Association of County
Commissioners. In the same year, she served
as president of the North Carolina Register of
Deeds and was presented the Eunice Ayers
Distinguished Service Award for exceptional
service in the position.

Registrar Martin will retire from her position
at the end of the year. Through her out-
standing service and leadership, she has
helped strengthen Moore County’s capability
to adequately serve its citizens. She will long
serve as an exemplary figure in public service,
and | know | speak for the rest of our commu-
nity in wishing her well as she begins the next
chapter of her career,

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring Register of Deeds Judy Martin for
her career of exemplary servitude to her com-
munity.

HONORING DANIEL VASSEL
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Daniel Vassel.
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Daniel Vassel was born and raised in
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, a town founded in
1887 by former slaves. Mr. Vassel is 50 years
old, and a retired County Administrator of
Coahoma County. He was the first African
American to hold that position in Coahoma
County. He is the Owner of the Vassel Con-
sulting Group, LLC. Mr. Vassel's highly effec-
tive programs on leadership development,
team building, and motivation have received
rave reviews from leaders and aspiring lead-
ers in many states. As a certified and accom-
plished facilitator, Mr. Vassel has shared prov-
en techniques from his many successful years
in economic development and public service.
He motivates others to not only learn, but to
also practice the leadership skills he teaches.

As the featured speaker at hundreds of con-
ferences, leadership seminars, and company
meetings over the last 15 years, his cus-
tomized presentations have provided partici-
pants with “best in class” tools to make them
better leaders. He has spoken to groups from
five to five hundred people and still renders
the superior delivery and passion he has be-
come known for. He is also the Owner of Dan-
iel Vassel Photography, LLC., where special-
izes in wedding, children, engagement, and
event photography.

Mr. Vassel is best known as a man of com-
passion, dedication, wisdom, and insight. He
regularly attends and serves at Compel
Church in Horn Lake, MS. Mr. Vassel at-
tended and graduated from John F. Kennedy
High School in Mound Bayou. After earning
his high school diploma, he enrolled at Alcorn
State University, where he obtained a Bach-
elor of Science Degree. Upon graduation from
Alcorn State University, he began his profes-
sional career with the Mississippi State Univer-
sity Extension Service as a Farm and Family
Economic Education Agent, where he con-
ducted educational programs and information
on the sources, uses, and interpretation of
economic data.

After working for Mississippi State for 10
years, he began working for Delta Council in
Stoneville, Mississippi as the Business, and
Industry Outreach Coordinator. At Delta Coun-
cil, he served as a resource and coordinator
for development strategies including industrial
and business recruitment, business retention
programs, Delta informational database, as
well the Delta Project (A partnership between
Delta Council and Mississippi State Univer-
sity). He furthered his career later with Tunica
County as the Program and Project Coordi-
nator, where he coordinated and assisted with
existing and new county projects. Mr. Vassel
later served as Special Projects Officer, As-
sistant County Administrator, and County Ad-
ministrator of Coahoma County.

He has served on numerous Boards and
Committees including the Clarksdale/Coahoma
County Industrial Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, Chairman; Coahoma County Industrial
Foundation Board Marketing Committee, Vice
President; Carnegie Public Library Board of
Directors; Rho Alpha Chapter, Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc.; Tunica County Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors & Education
Committee; Robinsonville Rotary Club; Clarks-
dale/Coahoma County Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors, Past Chairperson; Clarks-
dale/Coahoma County Chamber of Commerce
Education Committee, Board Member; Clarks-
dale Municipal Public School District; Leader-
ship Clarksdale Board of Directors, Member

December 2, 2022

and Past President; Clarksdale Habitat for Hu-
manity; Youth Leadership Clarksdale Board of
Directors; Mississippi State University Exten-
sion Service Marketing Task Force; Friends of
the Carnegie Libary Board of Directors, Team
Leader; Coahoma Community College Rural
Community College Initiative, Founding Mem-
ber and Past President; Clarksdale Crime
Stoppers Board of Directors, Past President; A
Proactive Approach for Children; North Delta
Community Development Corporation Board of
Directors; Coahoma Community College Dis-
trict Workforce Council; and, Northwest Com-
munity College District Workforce Council. Mr.
Vassel and Tana Lisa Pittman Vassel are the
proud parents of Daniel Vassel, Jr. and Alyssa
Grace Vassel.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Daniel Vassel for his dedi-
cation to serving his community and this great
state.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LIONEL R.
BORDEAUX

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2022

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
the life of Lionel R. Bordeaux, Wakinyan
Wanbli, (Thundering Eagle), of the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe and the President of Sinte Gleska
University in Mission, South Dakota. President
Bordeaux passed away on November 16,
2022 at the age of 82.

President Bordeaux led an amazing life
dedicated to the service of his people. He was
a pioneer in expanding upper education ac-
cess for Native Americans through his advo-
cacy and work at Sinte Gleska University,
which became the first tribal university in the
nation during his leadership.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring the life and memory of
President Lionel R. Bordeaux, a constant fight-
er for Indian Country and a great American. |
am honored to include in the RECORD this me-
moriam.

LIONEL R. BORDEAUX, WAKINYAN WANBLI, PRESIDENT OF
SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY FOR 50 YEARS, DEPARTS
FOR SPIRIT WORLD
Lionel R. Bordeaux, Wakinyan Wanbli

(Thundering Eagle), an enrolled member of

the Rosebud Sioux Tribe in South Dakota

and the president of Sinte Gleska University,

departed for the spirit world on November 16.

This is a tremendous loss for his family,

Sinte Gleska University, the Sicangu Lakota

Oyate, and Indian Country. For all who knew

him, he was a grounding force in stormy

times; a paragon of goodwill, solidarity, and
wisdom; and the heart and soul of the Tribal

College Movement to which he was fiercely

devoted.

Lionel R. Bordeaux was born in 1940 and
raised by his grandfather, Alex Bordeaux Jr.,
and his grandmother, Mary Jordan Bor-
deaux. His mother, Ella, had moved to Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, to work and eventually
own her own business. Lionel attended the
Horse Creek Day School, St. Mary’s School
in Winner, South Dakota, and a public
school in White River, South Dakota. He
later attended public schools in Lincoln, Ne-
braska, returning to the Rosebud reservation
where he graduated from St. Francis Indian
Mission, a Roman Catholic boarding school.
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